Co-Teaching Innovative Grant Progress Notes
Becky Aman and Laura Wayson
Dec 1, 2014  3:00-4:00
Lesson planning:  Meiosis foldable.  Laura created a sample foldable to show the phases of meiosis.  We decided what students should include on each page of the foldable.  We made a rubric for the project and decided how many points the assignment would be weighted.  Laura made copies of the rubric.  Laura made of list of the teaching tasks for the lesson.  We divided the tasks between us.  We delivered the lesson on Dec 2-3, 2014.  
Reflection:  For our first effort, it went well.  We worked well together.  Becky reviewed using daily warm-up questions.  Becky reminded students of the mitosis flip book they had made the previous week.  Laura showed them her example of the meiosis foldable and demonstrated how to fold, staple and cut the papers as Becky handed out the colored paper.  It was actually distracting to be handing out paper while instructions were being given.  Next time, we should hand out paper and then give directions.  We thought it would save time doing it at the same time but because the directions had to be repeated, I don’t think it did save time.  Both teachers walked around assisting students with folding and cutting, as this was the first time our students had made a foldable.  This took more time then we estimated, but we made sure everyone had a correctly folded booklet before we got started. Then Laura drew the interphase G1 and G2 cells on the board.  Students copied these diagrams as Becky explained what was happening during these first two phases of Meiosis.  We handed out the rubric and explained how to read it.  Students had about 8 minutes left in the period to work on their books.  The next day, students got right to work after daily warm-up.  Both teachers circulated around the room and answered questions and guided students.
After looking at the students’ final products, we noticed that most of them understood the final product of meiosis.  About half of them were missing how the tetrads segregated in anaphase I.
December 15: 3:00-4:00
Lesson Planning: Wanted Poster.  We met to discuss an activity to introduce the Human Body System unit that we could do the two days before Winter Vacation.  We decided on a wanted poster for a particular organ of the body.  Students blindly chose an organ from “a hat”.  They were required to describe the organ, its body system and function.  They were also required to provide a picture of the organ.  The class met in the computer lab for two days (December 18-19) to complete this assignment.

Reflection:  Co-teaching technique used was team teaching.  We both delivered instruction for the individual projects.  We both answered student questions.
Most students were engaged in the project.  This was an activity in which all students could have success.  The biggest concern was that some students finished the activity in just one class period.  Others needed the entire two class periods.  We worked well together.  Students were willing to ask either of us when they had questions.
January 21 and 22: 2:30-3:30 
Lesson Planning:  Regents Midterm Review  
Three stations were set up in the classroom for regents review. 
Station 1:  Students independently accessed videos to watch on topics covered during the first 20 weeks for re-teaching and review. Becky chose short YouTube videos and setup a playlist on Google.  Students used tablets to view the videos.
Station 2:  Students used a review technique called inside/outside to work together to answer regents review questions.   Becky selected questions from TestWizard.com Regents bank of questions to be used for Regents review activities. Laura cut out the questions, glued them onto different colored cardstock and then laminated them. 
Each student was given a colored set of question cards. Students stood in two lines facing one another.  Students took turns asking or answering questions.
Station 3:  Students completed a BINGO game based on Regents review questions.  Answers on cards were correct answers to questions.  Students took turns selecting a question to ask classmate and students discussed the question to arrive at a correct answer.
Reflection:
The co-teaching technique used in this lesson was Station Teaching.  Laura was in charge of the BINGO station.  Becky was in charge of the Inside/Outside station.  We both monitored the video station.
This lesson was well designed.  We did have some technical difficulties getting the videos to load.  More time was taken away from leading the other two stations to deal with Internet connectivity issues. The students were able to self-direct at each station when one of us had to leave our station to help with the video station. The students enjoyed getting to switch activities every ten minutes.  They did not get bored with an activity.  We were able to review a lot information in one class period.
Wednesday, February 11, 2015:  2:30-4:30 and
Tuesday, February 24, 2014: 3 p.m.-4:30
Lesson Planning: We planned two co-teaching lessons on immunity. 
Introduction to Immune System  Laura developed a “Ticket In” sheet with “What do think” questions about infectious or noninfectious diseases.  Students were asked to make a three column chart on the back to classify diseases as someone you know, heard of it, don’t know about it.  Laura also developed a “Ticket Out” sheet with 10 true/false questions.
Becky prepared a PowerPoint with guided student notes covering different types of pathogens.
Reflection: 
We used the co-teaching technique of team teaching.  Laura went over the Ticket In with the students.  She led a class discussion about the diseases.  Students asked about diseases they were not familiar with.  Becky presented the PowerPoint and students filled in the notes outline.  Laura distributed the exit tickets and collected them as students left. 
Today, students had a difficult time beginning class because Laura started instruction. This was the first time Becky was not the first teacher presenting.  Once students realized that Laura was starting class, they settled down quickly. Students were engaged in this activity.  They asked good questions.  We think that students like the change of pace that “tag team” teaching provides.  Our students are getting more comfortable with the idea that we will both be presenting information and answering their questions.
Immune System  Day 2
Defense Team Web quest at:  http://www.sepa.dug.edu/reg,ed/immune/immune.intro.html
We developed a worksheet for students to answer as they investigated the above website.  We both walked around the room, answering questions and guiding students through the website.
Reflection:  Students are now seeing both of us as teachers.  We are able to give more students one-on-one time with a teacher.  Students are asking more questions.  They are less frustrated because a teacher can get to them to answer their questions quicker.
March 26, 2015 2:30-5:00
Lesson Planning:  DNA Replication, Translation and Transcription.  We planned out the entire two-week unit.  We developed an activity using paper clips to demonstrate replication and translation.  We are using Diane Foglia’s Protein Synthesis Activity.  This activity will take three days.  For the first day, we are going to use Parallel teaching.  We will split the class and each of us will teach the same lesson to both groups.
(These lessons will be delivered after Spring Break)
